Law, Its Origin

pression of Lord Coke that the wisdom of the law*,
was wiser than any man's wisdom. The work of the
jurist to-day, the work of all the highest tribunals
of enlightened Europe and America, is that same study
of conduct and consequence which has been forever
engaged in by the commonest of men. How poor
the conclusions of the wisest of lawyers gathered
from their own original reflections when compared
with those garnered up in the actual customs of
life! And how wretchedly poor in comparison are
the written commands of the Sovereign State so far
as they relate to conduct and manners, coloured
and affected as they are with the ignorance, passion,
and self-interest with which legislative bodies are
filled! What higher or more dignified conception of
the study of the law can there be than to make it
the task of seeking out, discerning, applying, and
extending the principles upon which those grand
generalisations of conduct have proceeded which are
the fruit of human experience extending through
countless ages?

It may be wondered why the study of the law,
which is tjie study of conduct and consequence, thus
prosecuted from the infancy of time, should have
left so many problems still unsolved, but it must be
remembered that no human actions are exact repe-
titions, and each as it occurs presents its own differ-
ences, most of them indeed immaterial, and yet
multitudes of them important. Life is an ever
unfolding spectacle of new transactions and phases
of conduct, which will forever demand the work
of study and classification. Moreover, as the